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Ex-aide says
Nixon ordered
hotel break-in

WASHINGTON (AP) — Coming
forward three decades after Water-
gate, a former top aide to President
Nixon now contends that Nixon
ordered the break-in that would lead
to his resignation.

Jeb Stuart Magruder previously
had gone no further than saying that
John Mitchell, the former attorney
general who was running the Nixon
re-election campaign in 1972,
approved the plan to break into the
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Deadly
attacks
persist
in Irag

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — A
grenade attack Saturday killed
three U.S. soldiers and
wounded four as they guarded
a children’s hospital northeast
of Baghdad, scuttling hopes a
widespread guerrilla insur-
gency might lose strength
after the deaths of Saddam
Hussein’s elder sons.

Another U.S. soldier died
and two others were wounded
later in the afternoon when
their convoy was attacked
west of Baghdad near the Abu
Ghraib prison.

In Mosul, engineers with the
101st Airborne Division tore
down the badly damaged villa
where Odai and Qusai Hus-
sein were killed Tuesday in a
four-hour gunbattle with U.S.
forces.

The home belonged to Sheik
Nawaf al-Zaydan Muhhamad,
a regional tribal leader and
Saddam cousin who neighbors

Democratic Party headquarters at the
Watergate office building near the
White House and bug the telephone

Brent Stevens/Herald Journal

Former Logan High School Student Body President Clay Essig poses recently in front of the Logan LDS Temple.
Although he is openly gay, Essig has been allowed to remain in the church since he isn’t actively involved in a homo-

of the party chairman, Larry
O’Brien.

Magruder, in a PBS documentary
airing Wednesday and in an Associ-
ated Press interview last week, says
he was meeting with Mitchell on
March 30, 1972, when he heard
Nixon tell Mitchell over the phone to
go ahead with the plan.

The break-in occurred 2> months
later, on June 17, 1972.

Whether Nixon had advance
knowledge has gone unanswered for
three decades since former Sen.
Howard Baker of Tennessee first
asked, at hearings of the Senate
Watergate Committee, ‘“What did
the president know, and when did he
know it?”’

Magruder, who pleaded guilty to
conspiracy and perjury charges
stemming from the break-in and
spent seven months in prison,
explained his three decades of
silence on Nixon’s culpability by
telling the AP on Friday: “Nobody
ever asked me a question about
that.”

Some historians doubt the allega-
tion by Magruder, who was Nixon’s
deputy campaign director, an aide to
Nixon’s chief of staff, H.R. Halde-
man, and deputy communications
director at the White House. Stanley
Kutler, an expert on Nixon’s White
House tapes, called it “the dubious
word of a dubious character.”

Magruder made the assertion on a
PBS documentary, ‘“Watergate Plus
30: Shadow of History.” He elabo-
rated in the AP interview.

The way Magruder tells the story,
Nixon knew everything from the
beginning.

— See NIXON on A13
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sexual relationship.

Gay Mormons

Three Cache Valley stories put face on controversial topic

By John Wright

staff writer
lay Essig loves Cache
Valley.
After all, he was born
and raised here, in what
he calls a “great LDS family.”

But even though Essig, a for-
mer Logan High student body
president, lives just two hours
away in Salt Lake City, he rarely
returns to his hometown.

That’s because Essig is openly
gay, and he feels like his lifestyle
is rejected by the conservative
Mormon community here.

“To this day, every time I drive
into Cache Valley, I get a pit in
my stomach,” he said. “I go up
there kicking and screaming.”

Although Essig doesn’t feel
accepted here, he has been
accepted by his Mormon bishop
and stake president in Salt Lake.
That’s because he’s not actively
involved in a homosexual rela-
tionship.

However, Essig is looking for a
partner, and if and when he finds
one, he presumably will be
excommunicated by the church.

As an openly gay Mormon,
Essig is on the front lines, so to
speak, of the growing battle to
have the church and its members
become more tolerant of homo-

Official church position

Editors note: The following statements by LDS church President Gor-
don B. Hinckley were approved in 1999 as the church’s official posi-
tion on the issues of homosexuality and same-sex marriage. When
contacted for this story, church spokesman Coke Newell told The
Herald Journal that because these issues are so emotionally and
politically charged, he could not comment beyond forwarding a copy
of this opinion via e-mail. For more information, visit the church’s

Web site at www.lds.org.

“Our hearts reach out to those who struggle with feelings of
affinity for the same gender. We remember you before the Lord,
we sympathize with you, we regard you as our brothers and sis-
ters. However, we cannot condone immoral practices on your
part any more than we can condone immoral practices on the part

of others.

“With unfeigned love we say to those who so struggle, do
not forsake the Lord or His Church. The Lord’s arm of
mercy ‘is lengthened out all the day long’ towards (all who) put
their trust in Him and seek His help in withstanding temptation

sexuals.
In past years, church leaders
have used some harsh rhetoric in

condemning gays. The church tra-

ditionally has taught that being
gay is a choice, and told gay

members they can change their
orientation through “reparative
therapy” or other methods. The

See LDS on A13

church for many years also
advised gay members to marry
people of the opposite sex.

In recent years, though, the
rhetoric has become less stern.
Among other things, the church
has said there may be genetic

See GAY MORMONS on A12

said tipped American troops
that the Hussein brothers were
at his house.

The U.S. occupation admin-
istration had offered $15 mil-
lion each for information
leading to Saddam’s wanted
sons and $25 million for Sad-
dam. It was believed, although
not confirmed by occupation

See IRAQ on All

Another
Somalia
in cards?

DAKAR, Senegal (AP) —
Any U.S. peacekeeping force
sent to Liberia would face a
volatile mix of combatants —
from drunken government sol-
diers paid by the perks of loot-
ing and raping to angel-eyed
child rebels toting AK-47s.

The United States has not
sent a peace mission to Africa
since its 1993 nightmare in
Somalia. But despite the dan-
gers, ventures by the British in
Africa and by others else-
where have shown how such
efforts can work.

Three U.S. warships were
bound Saturday for Liberia,
carrying troops ordered up by
President Bush to support a
pending West African peace-
keeping mission.

The deployment came as
more deadly shelling hit

See LIBERIA on A14

Murder victim lived final hours in fear

Close friends say

about his future while they worked
on July 5.

local man voiced
concern for his life

By Arrin Brunson
staff writer

Close friends of Michael Boudrero
say his last days were not carefree.

The 47-year-old father of four
spent the last Saturday of his life
working a 10-hour day with two
longtime friends.

Rex Wade, a North Logan resident
whose friendship with Boudrero
spanned more than two decades,
and Jim Hill, whose friendship with
Boudrero dates back to their high
school years, both indicated that
Boudrero expressed concerns

“He was a little put out about his
(former) wife,” Wade said. “She was
very demanding. That’s why he
worked so many overtime hours, to
keep up with the
alimony, child sup-
port and litigation.”

Boudrero’s fourth
wife, Tamra Rhine-
hart, was charged
with capital aggra-
vated murder
Wednesday in con-
nection with his
death. Boudrero was

Michael
found fatally shotina  ggydrero
partially built home in
North Logan.

Wade, who at times in the past 21
years worked with and lived near
Boudrero, said he was attending a

youth conference the week his friend
disappeared, and he was surprised to
learn about the crime the day
Boudrero’s body was discovered.

“When I got home I saw that hap-
pened, and the first thing that came
to mind was, I wondered if Tammy
was involved,” Wade said.

Wade said he had a “superficial
relationship” with Rhinehart and
didn’t know her well enough to form
an opinion of her prior to his friend’s
murder.

He did know Boudrero well,
though, and said he never saw any
vindictive behavior from him, even
during the time that they lived in the
same neighborhood.

“I never saw any of that on Mike’s
side. I wasn’t with him 24 hours a
day,” Wade said. “He was a very
quiet sort. I never saw that type of
aggravation get to him.”

Wade said he recognized that
Boudrero was a “good, hard worker”
when they were both employees at
Bourns Integrated Technologies
Division many years ago, and that
characteristic never diminished.

“He respected the time he was get-
ting paid by somebody else,” Wade
said. “He was always working hard.
You never had to guide or direct
him.”

Hill agreed, saying they both
earned their plumbing certification
at the same time and subsequently
worked together often over the
years. Hill and Boudrero also shared
a house in 1990-91 for a year and a
half while both of them were going
through divorces.

“We were two bachelors, and we
were broke,” Hill said. “We visited

See VICTIM on A14
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Gay Mormons: Three Cache Valley stories ...

Our hearts reach out to those who struggle with feelings of affinity for the same
gender. We remember you before the Lord, we sympathize with you, we regard you

as our brothers and sisters. However, we cannot condone immoral practices ...
— LDS church President Gordon B. Hinckley

Continued from A1

factors involved with homosexuality, and it
no longer recommends traditional marriage
as a solution. Current church doctrine con-
cerning homosexuals can be summarized
as, “Love the sinner, hate the sin.”

“There has been progress,” Essig said.
“Just the mere mention of the word homo-
sexuality 20 or 30 years ago would get you
in serious trouble.”

Despite the changes, though, the church
has continued to make financial contribu-
tions to political campaigns that would out-
law same-sex marriage in various states.
And it still disciplines actively gay mem-
bers.

“Their policies are still very clearcut,”
Essig said. “If we act on being gay like
they act on being straight, we’ll be excom-
municated.”

As a result of church policy, Essig’s life,
and the lives of thousands of other Mor-
mons, have been defined by conflict — the
conflict between their homosexual feelings,
or the homosexual feelings of a family
member, and their religion.

Essig heads a group called Reconcilia-
tion, which provides Family Home
Evenings for gay Mormons. Two other
Cache natives, Dr. Gary Watts and his wife,
Millie, co-chair Family Fellowship, a sup-
port and education group for the families of
gay LDS members. The Wattses have two
gay children. Another group, Affirmation,
has 33 chapters throughout the world as
well as an extensive Web site, www.affir-
mation.org. Still another group, Gamofites,
is geared toward gay Mormon fathers.

Some people who’ve been involved with
the groups, like Steve Dunn, the widower
of former Logan High Principal Allison
Dunn, have been excommunicated by the
church for acting on their homosexual feel-
ings and refusing to submit to reparative
therapy. Others, like the Watts’ lesbian
daughter, have chosen to have their names
removed from church membership rolls in
order to avoid the disciplinary process.
Others, like the Wattses themselves, remain
members but have become far less active
due to their beliefs. Still others, like Essig,
remain active, faithful members of the
church, fighting for change from within.

But all are alike in that their stories put
human faces on a very controversial issue.
The issue is so emotionally and politically
charged, according to LDS spokesman
Coke Newell, that the church will not even
comment on it beyond providing a written
opinion that was approved in 1999. The
opinion, which consists of statements made
by church President Gordon B. Hinckley,
appears alongside this article.

“Our hearts reach out to those who strug-
gle with feelings of affinity for the same
gender,” the opinion begins. “We remem-
ber you before the Lord, we sympathize
with you, we regard you as our brothers
and sisters. However, we cannot condone
immoral practices on your part any more
than we can condone immoral practices on
the part of others.”

It was somewhat ironic when, earlier
this year, Logan High Principal Charles
Nelson was faced with the decision of
whether to allow a chapter of the Gay-
Straight Alliance at the school. That’s
because Nelson’s predecessor, former Prin-
cipal Allison Dunn, had an openly gay hus-
band. Allison Dunn passed away two years
ago.

Steve Dunn’s struggle began when, as a
senior at Box Elder High, he had a homo-
sexual relationship with a student from Sky
View.

“I had never felt like that with any of the
high school girls I dated,” said Dunn, who
came from a pioneering Mormon family.
“As our relationship progressed, we tried to
make sense of what was going on between
us. We convinced ourselves that we
weren’t homosexuals. We concluded we
were simply in love with each other but
that we were definitely not gay. We were
athletes. We weren’t effeminate. We didn’t
act like Liberace. And we definitely
weren’t perverts. How could we be gay?”

Out of fear that the relationship would be
discovered, and because he knew he would
have to confess before going on his Mor-
mon mission, Dunn broke off the relation-
ship after six months.

A year later, Dunn was a student, football
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Courtesy Jim and Karen Blair

Steve and Allison Dunn are shown in the mid-1990s. Allison Dunn later became principal of
Logan High School. Although Steve Dunn was openly gay, the couple stayed married until

Allison’s death from cancer in 2001.

player and fraternity member at Utah State
University. As he prepared for his mission,
it came time to confess to his bishop.

“Walking to his office was the most diffi-
cult journey of my 18 years,” he said. “I
was so ashamed I cried as I laid my sin
before the bishop. He comforted me and
told me my confession, my remorse and
my yearlong celibacy was sufficient to
demonstrate true repentance. He instructed
me to go on a mission, get married, and
when I began sexual intimacy with my
future wife, those same-sex feelings would
never return.”

As he walked back to his USU residence
from the bishop’s office, Dunn vowed
never to have a homosexual relationship
again. It was a vow he kept for 25 years.

Dunn followed the bishop’s advice and
completed a mission to Bolivia, where he
eventually served in numerous callings,
including branch president.

“I was devoted to the people and the
Lord,” he said. “Even though I was attract-
ed to a couple of my companions and a few
other missionaries, I kept myself in strict
control.”

After returning to USU, Dunn was work-
ing as an LDS Student Association officer
when he met Allison Gates, a fellow officer
and Cache native.

“I dated many co-eds, but when I met
and dated Allison, I knew she was the only
woman I could marry,” Dunn said. “I was
convinced that if I didn’t marry her, I
would never get married. And since I was
promised that marriage would fix my sexu-
ality, I felt no need to tell Allison anything
that would expose my situation.”

Steve and Allison Dunn were married
and had five children. They remained very
active in the church, and while teaching at
Bowling Green State University in Ohio,
Dunn became bishop of a local ward.

“Allison and I were the model couple,”
Dunn said. “We were the quintessential
Mormon couple.”

But their marriage was in some ways a
facade, because Steve Dunn continued to
agonize about his secret. Despite the bish-
op’s promise, Dunn’s homosexual feelings
didn’t go away.

“Instead of going away, it got worse,” he
said. “The feelings became more intense.”
In 1985, Dunn accepted a faculty posi-

tion at USU, and the family returned to
Logan. Dunn served in two different Cache
bishoprics, as well as on a university high
stake counsel and in his ward high priest
group leadership.

But in 1992, after 25 years of fighting his
feelings of attraction for other men, Dunn
acted on them again.

“Eventually the repression of my homo-
sexuality overwhelmed me and I broke my
personal and temple vows,” he said.

Soon thereafter, Dunn was reading a gay-
themed book when he accidentally left it
out on the couple’s bed. Allison found the
book, read part of it and confronted him.
He said she was “absolutely devastated.”

Not knowing what to do, the couple
immediately sought therapy. They went to
an LDS therapist who had dealt with cou-
ples in similar situations. Based on his
experience, the therapist advised them to
get divorced.

But Steve couldn’t bring himself to leave
Allison and the kids, and she didn’t want
him to. They would schedule a divorce for
six months out, and they even contacted an
attorney, but they could never go through
with it.

“We’d set a date and we’d get to that
point, and we’d both look at each other and
say, ‘I don’t want a divorce, do you want a
divorce?” ”

“Trying to separate ... there was no way.”

Dunn said that if it weren’t for Allison’s
support, he would have committed suicide.
“Luckily, Allison was the kind of person
she was, because if she would have reject-
ed me, I would have killed myself.”

In 1994, Dunn was “outed” by the Salt
Lake Tribune after speaking at a meeting of
Gamofites, a support group for gay Mor-
mon fathers. As a result, he inadvertently
became a spokesman on the issue.

Although Steve and Allison stayed
together, Steve began to accept his homo-
sexuality. He even organized regular vol-
leyball games with other gay men in
Logan.

After learning of the volleyball outings,
the Dunns’ stake president phoned Allison.
Steve began meeting with the stake presi-
dent, who referred him to reparative thera-

“The message was if I didn’t change and
say I’d changed, they were going to
excommunicate me,” he said.

But after reading an LDS publication
about homosexuality, and meeting with a
church leader in Salt Lake, Dunn decided
that he disagreed with the church’s posi-
tion. He told the stake president he was
refusing reparative therapy, and shortly
thereafter he was excommunicated. He said
it was a “very ugly” experience.

“After all those years of service, the

It’s very hard for me personally to have a loyalty to an organization that somehow
gives my own children second-class status ... If | have to choose between the

church and my kids, I'll take my kids every time.

church was absolutely silent and distant to
me,” he said. “They closed that door. It was
as if I had died. ... The church completely
abandoned us.”

In addition to church discipline, the
Dunns faced ostracism from both family
and friends. Dunn said that with the excep-
tion of a few couples who remained close,
no on even stopped by to see how he was
doing.

Fortunately, the Dunns’ children were
supportive, and they were able to find com-
fort in groups like Family Fellowship. In
fact, despite their difficulties, the Dunns
managed to prosper both personally and
professionally.

“Allison and I went through just an
extraordinary amount of pain dealing with
this issue, but it made us better people,”
Dunn said recently, choking back tears dur-
ing a telephone interview.

Dunn eventually left USU and became
an education consultant. Meanwhile, Alli-
son became principal of Logan High.

But the Dunns soon faced another crisis
when Allison was diagnosed with cancer in
1996. Steve served as Allison’s caretaker
until her death in 2001, and thereafter he
remained in Logan for 18 months before
accepting a faculty position at Newman
University in Wichita, Kan.

Since then, he has dated men, but hasn’t
had any serious relationships.

“I’m just not ready to have that kind of
relationship with someone,” he said. “I'm
still not ready emotionally to move on.”

The Watts family

As Steve and Allison Dunn were
struggling to deal with Steve’s homosexu-
ality, one of the groups that became impor-
tant to them was Family Fellowship, a
support and education group for the fami-
lies of gay Mormons.

Coincidentally, Family Fellowship is co-
chaired by two Cache natives, Gary and
Millie Watts, who now live in Provo.

During one of the many lectures he has
given about gays and the LDS church over
the last 10 years, Watts said Family Fel-
lowship has brought him into contact with
numerous couples like the Dunns.

“Aside from the excommunication of my
own son, the most painful experience for
me has been witnessing the failure of the
attempted heterosexual marriages involv-

Courtesy of the Watts family

Cache Valley natives Gary and Millie Watts co-chair
Family Fellowship, a support and education group for
families of gay LDS church members. The Watts, who
have two gay children, now live in Provo.

ing our gay brothers and sisters,” Watts
said. “Current church policy explicitly dis-
courages such marriages, but gay and les-
bian members will continue to attempt
them as long as there is no acceptable alter-
native for inclusion in the church.”

Gary and Millie Watts, like the Dunns,
were once the quintessential Mormon cou-
ple. Gary, a radiologist and doctor of
nuclear medicine at Utah Valley Regional
Medical Center, served in three different
bishoprics and on a high stake council.
Millie served in the Relief Society and
many other callings.

See GAY MORMONS on A13

— Gary Watts, father of two gay children
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“I would say we were very, very active
and very, very loyal,” Gary said.

But all that changed after the Watts’ old-
est son, Craig, told them he was gay in
1989.

Gary said his initial reaction was “Are
you sure?” and “How gay are you?”

But soon the Watts realized they would be
faced with a decision. After Craig was
excommunicated for being gay, the Watts
had to choose between the church and their
family. Since then, their involvement with
the church has gradually decreased to the
point that they now rarely participate.

“It became very difficult to go,” Watts
said, adding that Millie would sometimes
break down crying during services.

The Wattses are still members, but they
only attend church on special occasions,
like when a friend is speaking or a mission-
ary whom they know is having a farewell.

“It’s very hard for me personally to have a
loyalty to an organization that somehow
gives my own children second-class status
in the church,” Gary said. “The church no
longer really meets the needs of our family.

“There’s no question,” he added. “If I
have to choose between the church and my
kids, I'll take my kids every time.”

The Wattses and several other families
started Family Fellowship in 1993, and
today the group has a mailing list of more
than 1,700. Family Fellowship has not been
officially endorsed by the church, Watts
said, but the church is interested in the
group, and there is interaction between the
two entities.

“We sort of have a little different philoso-
phy than the church does,” Gary said.

The Watts’ daughter, Lori, came out six
years after Craig. Gary said that based on
his experience, he believes church policy
puts gay Mormons and their families “in a
little bit of a box.”

He said gay LDS members who want to
remain in the church are given a choice
between celibacy and changing their sexual
orientation.

“We think both options are laden with all
kinds of difficulties,” Gary said.

He said most choose celibacy, and that
works for a year or two, until they meet
someone and fall in love. Then, they’re
faced with another choice — between the
church and their partner.

“Invariably, they choose the relationship
with the partner,” he said, “and so they end
up leaving the church.”

Watts said that’s unfortunate because the
church is losing a lot of good members
whom he feels it should find a way to
include.

“There’s a huge cost to the church, but it’s
largely unrecognized by the church,” he
said.

In addition to gay members, the church
also often distances the gay person’s family
members. Gary said that in that respect, his
family is fairly representative.

“For the years of loyalty and support
we’ve given them, it seems to me like the
church ought to be doing everything they
can to meet our needs,” Watts said. “And
we just don’t see it that way.”

One major sticking point for the Wattses
has been the church’s political involvement
with the gay issue. For example, the church
has poured tithing funds into campaigns to
outlaw same-sex marriage in places like
Hawaii and California. For all its emphasis
on family, he said, the church tends to

committee.

$250,000 and let’s see what hap-
pens.” Maurice Stans was Nixon’s
commerce secretary and later was
chief fund-raiser for the re-election
campaign as head of the finance

divide families on this particular issue.

“What the church has done in the political
arena has been very divisive for our fami-
ly,” he said. “I do believe the church has a
right to feel and do what they want, but I do
not think it’s right for them to deny equal
rights to people.”

Watts said his opinions are largely based
on his belief that homosexuality is an inborn
genetic trait.

“ While its etiology is complex and multi-
factorial, its presence throughout the animal
kingdom in every mammalian species stud-
ied so far establishes it to my own satisfac-
tion as a normal biological variant,” he said
during a lecture in 1999. “Once you come to
believe as I do that homosexuality is a nor-
mal biological variation, is not chosen and
is not changeable, it becomes only logical to
conclude that, just like heterosexuality, it
must be morally neutral.”

Clay Essig

Former Logan High School student body
president Clay Essig says he will remain a
devout Mormon even if excommunicated by
the church for homosexual activity.

Clay Essig is one of many gay Mor-
mons who, operating under the LDS teach-
ing that being gay is a choice, has tried to
change his sexual orientation.

Essig said that as a child growing up in
Cache, he knew he was gay, but didn’t
understand it.

“It was exceedingly tough,” he said. “I
thought I was the only one, and that was
really tough.”

As an undergraduate at Brigham Young
University, Essig discussed his homosexual
feelings with a bishop, who referred him to
counseling.

Essig said he tried for years through vari-
ous methods to become straight. But after
graduating from the University of Southern
California with a master’s degree in film
production, he had a two-year homosexual
relationship.
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I’m very much LDS, but now | put everything through a filter of what my heart is
telling me. My faith in God has grown enormously since | came out.

Gay Mormons: Three Cache Valley stories ...

Clay Essig, gay LDS church member

Essig said he eventually broke off the
relationship due to his religion. He returned
to Utah and once again tried to change his
orientation.

“I took the church’s position that you’re
not really gay, you’re just struggling with
these feelings,” he said.

But he said that approach just led him
closer and closer to suicide. He even had his
note written, but there was “divine interven-
tion.” Essig said he was living a “monu-
mental lie that destroys your soul.”

“It was like I was a walking dead man,”
he said. “That was when I was trying really
hard to do what the church told me. It was
the most horrible thing imaginable.”

Essig said many of his friends went
through the same thing, and he feels that
suicide is a huge problem among gays, both
inside and outside the LDS church. He said
gay suicides are often covered up because
families of victims want to avoid the associ-
ated shame.

“I think there’s a lot of gays who kill
themselves, and especially a lot of LDS
gays,” he said. “They teach us that God
hates us. They say they don’t ... but that’s
the outcome of their teaching. It’s a very,
very serious issue.”

Ironically, Essig said it was through his
Mormon faith and study of scripture, espe-
cially “The Book of Mormon,” that he final-
ly came to terms with his homosexuality.

Essig now believes that his sexual orien-
tation is a “gift from God.” He believes that
although the church is true, the prophets are
not infallible. And he draws a distinction
between church policy and his own personal
faith.

“Once [ started making the differentiation
between the church and God, everything
started falling into place,” he said. “I’'m
very much LDS, but now I put everything
through a filter of what my heart is telling
me. My faith in God has grown enormously
since I came out.”

Essig said there is a “huge misunderstand-
ing” in the church about homosexuality. But
he added, “Just because they don’t under-
stand the gay thing, that doesn’t make
everything else wrong.”

Essig compared the plight of gay Mor-
mons today to the plight of black Mormons
30 years ago. He said blacks were denied
the priesthood until 1978 because of preju-
dices based on assumptions about black
people that simply aren’t true. He said the
policy was changed because there were a lot
of good, faithful black LDS members.

“I’m hoping that at some point down the
line, they’ll do the same with the gay issue,”
he said. “I’'m very optimistic. When it will
happen, I don’t know.”

Unless it happens soon, Essig faces the
likelihood of excommunication. He’s look-
ing for a partner, and he says that when it
comes to church discipline, local leaders’
hands will be tied by LDS policy.

“I’1l just have to cross that bridge when I
get to it,” he said. “If they’re rejecting me
for that, that’s OK, because they’re going to
have to answer to God.”

Even if he is excommunicated, Essig said
he will continue attending an LDS church.
And if he and his partner raise children,
they will be Mormons, too.

“I want to raise them in the church,” he
said. “I think it’s the best church going.”

Essig said many of his friends think he’s
crazy for remaining in the church, but he
claims there’s a method to his madness.

“If we all leave, nothing’s gonna change,”
he said. “You can’t change the current if
you get out of the stream.”

LDS church position
Continued from A1

(See 2 Ne. 28:32). We draw a distinc-
tion between homosexual feelings and
homosexual activity.

“Where self-discipline has weakened
and there has been overt activity there
can be repentance and forgiveness.

“The gospel of hope informs and
inspires us to change and improve. It is
a false notion which maintains that
there can be no change, especially in
view of the great and glorious Atone-
ment. Our loving Father in Heaven
gives no commandments to His chil-
dren that are impossible to obey (See 1
Ne. 3:7). We mortals can refine our
desires and keep them within the
bounds set by God who will bless us in
our sincere efforts to change, including
overcoming inappropriate thoughts,
feelings, and behavior.

“The necessity for improvement is
evident in the clear commandments of
God. In the Family Proclamation of
September 1995, the First Presidency
and Twelve Apostles said: ‘All human
beings — male and female — are cre-
ated in the image of God. Each ... has a
divine nature and destiny. Gender is an
essential characteristic of individual
premortal, mortal, and eternal identity
and purpose.”

“ ... We further declare that God has
commanded that the sacred powers of
procreation are to be employed only
between man and woman, lawfully
wedded as husband and wife.””

President Hinckley has further stat-
ed: “Marriage is ordained of God, mar-
riage between a man and a woman. It is
the institution under which He
designed that children should come
into the world. Sexual relationships
under any other circumstances become
transgression. Whether the relationship
be heterosexual, homosexual or what-
ever, any such relationship outside the
bonds of marriage is totally at odds
with the teachings of the gospel of
Jesus Christ.

“Homosexual including lesbian
behavior is a deviation from divine law
in any age regardless of its private tol-
eration, popular promotion or legal
sanction. Society may redefine devia-
tion, but God has not repealed His
commandments (see Lev. 18:22
(20:13); Deut. 23:17; 1 Cor. 6:9).

“If in the name of tolerance we dis-
card divinely given prohibitions, we
discard the restraints of God-given
conscience itself.

“Homosexual conduct violates one
of society’s oldest prohibitions. Judeo-
Christian teachings always have judged
it to be morally wrong. Laws of ancient
origin in various nations have consid-
ered it to be ‘the infamous crime
against nature.’

“Any society which tolerates and
then endorses permissiveness and
deviance has abandoned not only its
moral code, but also its children, its
families and its own future continuity.
Sexual permissiveness and deviance
will undermine and finally destroy both
individuals and the societies that foster
them.”

Mitchell, Kutler said, there should be
a White House tape recording of it.
“There are any number of tapes in
which Nixon is pounding the table
and imploring his aides, ‘I want
more. I want more. I want more

Magruder says that on March 30,
1972, he met with Mitchell and dis-
cussed a plan by G. Gordon Liddy, a
former FBI agent, to break into the
Democratic Party headquarters to
bug O’Brien’s phone.

Magruder said Mitchell asked him
to call Haldeman to see ““if this is
really necessary.” Haldeman told
him “yes,” Magruder said, and then
asked to speak to Mitchell. Mitchell
and Haldeman talked, and then “‘the
president gets on the line,” Magruder
said.

Magruder told the AP he knew it
was Nixon ‘““because his voice is
very distinct, and you couldn’t miss
who was on the phone.”

Magruder said he could hear
Nixon tell Mitchell, “John, ... we
need to get the information on Larry
O’Brien, and the only way we can do
that is through Liddy’s plan. And you
need to do that.”

Mitchell got off the phone,
Magruder said, and told him: “Jeb,
tell Maury Stans to give Liddy

Magruder concedes that he did not
hear every single word while Nixon
was on the phone with Mitchell, but
“I heard the import,” he said.

Mitchell, Haldeman, Stans and
Nixon are all dead.

Magruder insisted in the AP inter-
view that he was not asked previous-
ly whether Nixon personally
authorized the break-in.

Referring to the Senate Watergate
hearings, he said, “If you look at the
testimony, you won'’t find anything.”
Magruder said he testified truthfully,
and had he been specifically asked if
the president had been involved, ““I
would have told the truth.”

Former White House counsel John
Dean said he was surprised when
Magruder recently told him that
Nixon gave advance encouragement
to the break-in.

“I have no reason to doubt that it
happened as he describes it, but I
have never seen a scintilla of evi-
dence that Nixon knew about the
plans for the Watergate break-in or

AP photo

Jeb Stuart Magruder, right, ponders an answer while testifying before the Senate
Watergate Committee in Washington in this June 14, 1973 file photo. Magruder,
a former top aide to President Nixon, now contends that Nixon ordered the break-

in that would lead to his resignation.

that the likes of Gordon Liddy were
operating at the re-election commit-
tee,” Dean said.

Historian Kutler, author of “The
Wars of Watergate™ and several other
books, said he is skeptical. He is an
expert on Nixon’s White House
tapes, crucial evidence in the 1974

vote by the House Judiciary Com-
mittee to recommend Nixon’s
impeachment. Nixon resigned within
days of that vote.

“You’ve got the dubious word of a
dubious character,” Kutler said.

If there had been such a phone
conversation between Nixon and

intelligence.” We have never found a
tape where he says, ‘Go into the
Watergate and get it.””

John Taylor, executive director of
the Richard Nixon Library & Birth-
place Foundation, said there is no
evidence that Nixon ever gave such
an order.

“Indeed, all existing evidence
demonstrates that he was shocked
and surprised that it had occurred
and spent weeks, if not months,
attempting to find out why,” Taylor
said. After Magruder’s prison time,
he became a Presbyterian minister.
Dean went to prison for four months
for his role in the scandal. Haldeman
and Mitchell also served prison
terms.

Liddy served more than four years,
then became a radio talk-show host
and made speeches fingering Dean
as the project’s mastermind. Dean
has called the allegation ‘“‘baloney.”

In all, 25 people went to jail for
their roles in the break-in or the
attempt to cover it up.




